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. beheld a young Lion reartd againſt him. 
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* Son in me, and break down the Partigiof-Wall of Bj 


* _, ence, and or mar and maintaining an intimate friendſhip with * 
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the Diſcourſe on Jamfon and the Expoſition on the fifth of Epheſi 


and will raiſe up Eliſhas after his Elijahs are tranſlated. May a 
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Smck Godhas been pleaſed of his free Grace to reveal hs | 
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SeQarian Zeal in my heart, I have thouFht-it my di and — 
lege to love, own, freely converſe and correſpond with perſons and 
miniſters of all denominations, that love and preach the Lord Jeſus ”. - 
in-ſincerity. This hath led me into a large, but very happy and 
uſeful acquaintance, and alſo been a means of opening a correſponds, +, 
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»whoſe faces I have not yet ſeen in the fleſh. My acquaintaness 
with the. Reverend Author of the following diſcourſe, is of ts 
kind. We conyerſed frequently by letters, though we never, 
ye! had any vigterview, and perhaps never may on this ſios if 
eternity. Our ſentiments as to the eſſential doctrines of the goſpel, :'.. * 8 
exactly harmonize, and our fouls, I truſt, have drank into the fame 
ſpirit. ' Only with this difference, he is a man, I am only a babe ia 
Chriſt. The Sermon upon Samſon's being a type of Chriſt, was 
preached long before I was born ; and I ſhould bluſh to think 2 
prefacing it, would any ways recommend it, had not the pi 
author required it of me as a token of my love and reſpect. Upon 
this account, I here prefix theſe few lines, and recommend both 
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ans, as ſound, plain and practical tracts. At the ſame time, as the 
author is now far advanced in years, and I know many evangelical 
preachers that have been either lately taken off, or are now on the 
verge of eternity, I cannot help thinking, that the proſpect in re- 
ſpeR to the church of Chriſt is ſomething gloomy. Only this is my 
comfort : the reſidue of the ſpirit is in the Redeemer's hand : he can 


double portion of his ſpirit. reſt upon the ſchools of the Prophets, 
and the youth now educating tor the miniſtry be-braught out full 


fraught with the gifts and graces of the Eternal Spirit! ey toy 
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2 FAB RI ak e — \ 8 J i 
| Is now nur 3; years ſince this Sermon was firſt 
at London. It was, preached at the Morning-Ledwre, . | 
whick at that time happened to bs at Mr. Pomfret's'Meeting-Houſe 
in Grayel-Lane in Spittlefields;. « 5 N . 3 
The day N that fermon, I whites 
ted to dine with Mr. Suradwic (the gentleman with whom Mr. 
Bunyan died) at the foot of Snow-Hi!l, Wholeſale Grocer z 


n 
— dining - room, fite to where I fat at dinner, was a 
piece of Turkey tapeſtry i wherein 
_ of Samſon and the Lion, whieh he ſlew 
im marry the Phili 


but alſo afford ſpeculations of a much ſublimer nature I begen | 
to frame ideas in my mind, which in due time were productive of 
| the ſeveral obſervations and improvements contained in this dif. © © 
Fourſe. And being but in the 2:d year of my age, and not ha S 2067 
ce convenience of books, nor accuſtomed to the uſe of nowes, it ' © | 
yay well be ſuppoſed I had a working-head, and, I hope, a hentt ©} 
full of earneſt breathings, and frequent ejaculations heavenwardi; 1) þ 
for freſh — and an illuminated underſtanding, in hat 
was before me, that thoſe pleaſing conceptions which my mind ſa. 
much abounded with, might not (however recent) prove raw an 
when publiſhed in the ears of a popular and polite au- 
ee .. Kt ; 10 
And how it was received and approved, is not for me to ſay j it 
has already, and perhaps yet may ſpeak for itſelf. i 
But ſo it was, a gentleman bookſeller, unknown by perſon to me, 
| before I came down from the pulpit, ſpoke to the congregation, 
and propoſed, 'Uhat as the diſcourſe had been very pleaſing to him, 
and, as he conceived, to-the whole congregation ; and the argument, 
in his apprehenſion, being both ſingular and profitable, be was 
minded, if thoſe that had heard it, thought ſt to encourage it: and 
that he could prevail with me to write it out, to be at the char 
of printing it himſelf ; and if they that were able would buy, be 
would give to chem that were not. The propoſal was at firſt very 
, ſurpriſing to me, being far ſrom ſuppoſing any thing of mine could 
de fit for ſuch * publication : Rut te congregation. was ſo gran» 
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- that 1 could not gaiaſay it : pon, Te 
that had taken the Sermon i in er hand, L wrote it out ; and in a 
ſew days after it came Gut ig e, to dhe number of One Thou- 
ſund, which went nh wich ſuch: 

half a year's time, the i 35 "Tok $s ſold off; 
be „E to the agreeabley argument, the author being 
nne e fo yung, but in a mannerwholly unknown, | to a 
Very tew. W 4: „ ee, 
ce: which time T 150 * Wen folicited is iis i, ſor 4 


which muſt needs 


oe 


hy. of ſuch public none ll gre lately, Hreceived a let- 
a many names | ſcribed, m perſons till then to me i 
manner wholly unkno erneſtly intreating me to conſent t 
the reprinting of it. They fent me alſo one oſ the books which by 


2 enquiry they had found out j and of which I found they 


had conceived a far greatur apinion than ever I could ſee reaſon to 


0 A 5 entertain; - Which, together with the importynity and encourtige- 
maeht of a friend from London, whom 1 greatly, value, Has chiefly 


' prevailed with me to forward this 1 ä 
Fo this Sermon I am adviſed to add anot 
poſition of Epheſians v. from verſe 22d to the end j being both one 


e latter to the: former, becauſe ſo emphaticall repreſentative, and 


| 55 x © ſorlively ſignificative thereof, to maintain the honour, and anſwer 


: wy = e happy end of bath: That all nations may flow in unte Chriſt, 


netor din to Iſaiab ii. 2. and be eſponſed to him ag ro on- buſbund, and 

. ta him in a perpetual cocenant never to be forgotten, Jer. I. 5. and 
hat huſband; and wives may every where live and walk together 
in peace, love, and faithfulneſs, with a ſteady and conſtant regard 
to the analogy they bear, or ought to bear 9 their m; riage- ela- 


io] to Chriſt and his ſpouſe, according to the doctrine of the 


great Apoſtle, herein explained ; is the ty deſire, and herein 
the; fincere endexvour,.of him that deſires to be found A ler. 
rr * the ade e n N | 
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tion, that in lietle more than 


of the country; but cor ld nevetelink — ric ae of mins 


final piece, - Au c. 


ut to the argument and deſign, viz. to ſet forth the beauty and util- 
2 the honour and ſigniñ̃cancy of marriage, firſt, betwixt Chriſt _ 
& his church; zd, betwixt a chriſtian man and his wife. I join 


* 


things as clearly 


- Apguſtus Cæſar, Luke ii. 1, 2. 


tt 


or, a 1 of CHRIST.” 


7 " M7 1 4 


* 1 5 pes? XIV. g. 


Then went Samſen down, and his Father, . Moth 
10 TimnathY and came to the Vineyard of Timnath :? 


behold a Joung Lion roared againſt Aim. os Key 


* - 
ELOVED, i it is worth the ſerious Ab of all ſincere 
chriſtians to take notice, how God in days of old (eſpeciallß 


in the middle age of the world) did lead his church and people by! 
types and figures, to the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, as by him ap- 
Pointed to be the only Saviour of all chat believe *. name 


throughout all ages. 1 


So that few kings i in, or judges over Iſrael; for many bundred {$5 
years together, but did in one thing or another, leſs or more, typi- 
cally repreſent Jeſus Chriſt, in his perſon, works or offices; aa ma-. 
ny both then, and alſo lince, have to their comfort and benefit ob- ER 


N #4, 7 


ferved. . 
Among whom Saraſon; of whom our text treateth, ſhineth in 
this reſpect, as a ſtar of the firſt magnitude; and doth in many 
if not more clearly 
of them all; and that in many particulars. But I ſhall only men- 
tion fix. 1. In his birth. 2. In his education. 3. In his office and 
vernment. 4. In bis manner of warfare. 5. In his Nr 
In his nag 
1, In his birth, t. In that i it was foretold by mark, Judges xiiĩ. 
3. anſwerable to the birth of Chriſt, Luke i. 31. 2. In that it, was 
in a time of Iſrael's ſo great bondage and captivity, Judges xiii." 1. 
So the birth of Chriſt was in like manner when the ſceptre was de- 
parted from Judah, when all the world came up to be taxed by 
3. In that it was in a time of Iſra- 


el's 1 great darkneſs, blindneſs and wickedneſs, Chap. xiti.' r. 


So the birth of Chriſt, of whom it is ſaid, Men he cometh, ſhall be "I 


find faith on earth, Luke xviii. 8. See alſo John i. 10. | 
Adly, In his education, in that he was a Nazarite unto God wel 
the womb, devoted to the Lord from his birth; and that not at his 
parents diſcretion, as Samuel, x Sam. i. $1. but of the Lord's own 
choice, Judges xiii. 5, air. 
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type forth Chriſt, thanany 
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27 bo was i t. To be a delivet to 


N 3 
e ; ingly us $ 
and exalted 6f God to be 2 and a Saviour D* 


his ſhoulders, 
Iſa. ix. 6. Acts v. And bm it is that is in the midſt of her; 


5 = ; 3 Wach, the. „ 


and therefore ſhe all not be Plal.2lvize. Hir , 
n the t of ber, and bell N. ber cas ; 
-  . toucheth her; toucheth the apple of bir gef Tech. ii. J. 
1 qthly, In his manner of warfar indeed this is very 
* able, i in that when Samſon'went to war with, or to bautle againſt his 
ies, be never gathered te armies of men, nor called i 
Race from the people, as di 3 the I god and kings 1 
. Nay, Nhat; n g. or did we ever 
rend or hear of, that did nok ſo, extepting im alone ? Bat as for 
T him (th {piric of the Lotl — coming upon him) be always went 
1 forth in his o perſon them, generally without any weng - 
ans but what Providence to bis hands : and et we do nat 


8 2, that ever he went but be prevailed; he never — 
dm de always conquered, and came off viforions- (except in the 
WE matter af Halilab, wherein he reſembles not Chriſt, but a chriſtian 
1 FA * in all' things elſe he was ever ſucceſsful, putting whole —— i 
WE} 2 the power of the Philiſtines in ſuch a inan- 
WG. ver n gave way enters, Fe Reſtoration, both with reſpect to their lib- 
w erties and laws, in Perſons and Eſtates, making them again a free na- 
{SG en. And then, 2. He did judge, defend and preſerve them in die 
. Aderties and Rights unto which he had reſtored them. Aud 
Sts Fg this be did in 1 5 own perſon, without having any aſſiſtance or 
Ps — his Brethren: No, all he got from them, was by 
2 be delivered bound into the Philiſtines hands» had not the 


Lad reſcued him, Judges zv. 11, 12, 13. which: was but a ſad re- 
N for the many and great kindneſſes he had done them. But 

a takes all paticntly from cheſs, deſiring only of them, that they 

would not lay hands on him themſelves. 

Asad now who ſees not in all this, how clearly he es foink Je- 
fas Chriſt, the heavenly and ſpiritual Judge of the whole Iſrael of 
God, who taking up the (otherwiſe loſt) cauſe of fallen man, in or- 
der to the bring vg abbot of his people's reſtoration and redemp- 
tion, rſt humbſes himſelf, and becomes like one of his brethieny:yer 
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without fin, — ry natures ii the unity of his perſon, in biet 
gainſt all the powers of ſin, death and hell, om 


perſon he 
behalf of an man, loſt in he fall, 'and ſo proclaims open war againſt 


. and prineipalities oppoſing man's ſalvation, A gaiait 
m, upon every engagement, he ſtill gets the victory, and comes 
off vietorious by his own power, as the Son of God; or otherwiſe 
be N he could do nothing, . v. 30 88 As = 
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e over Ifratl, Judges xvi. 31. to | 
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fon without his fon bole m e and but as another 
vi. 1.) But Chriſt, as the Son of Ged, the wine | 
Iſa. lzij,z- bore the wrath, and curſe of God, endured the — bits © 
rer pangrof Neath, till the father befield, and ſaid he- was ſatisfied; .. 
Ia, hii. 11. Matth. xvii. 5. and he ſtopt the mouth of vin- 
dictive juſtice, and took away by his | 
power of Condemnation from the nay with'reſpe& to all New- _ 
Covenant members and ſo he ed up on high, and led captiv · a 
ity captive, depriving Death of tas the — of its vitos 
ry ; thereby fulfilling every condition in the New. Covenant where- 


by it is made intirely free of itſelf; and the members thereby are . "0 


made intirely free alſo in themſelyes, as they come actually by taith J ; 
through true regeneration, to be inveſted therein. Here note, Wi 
Chriſt finding his people in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of it i- 
quity, dead in ſins and treſpaſſes, ſhut up under gates of braſs, and 
bars of iron; charged with an infinite debt, and expoſed to 

miſery, if not immediately ſet tree; and alſo infulted over 
devil, and trampled upon by all the powers of hell : I ſay, Nad, 

| when firſt appearing in the fleſh, finding his inheritance given hin: 
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ence, pafiive and active. al! 


by che Facker, John xvii. 6. thus given over to ſtrangers, doth firſft 


releaſe and ſet them all at liberty; by paying all their debt for them, 4 
and ſuing forth of the court of juſtice free and full diſcharge in 
their behalf; ſubduing withal, in due time, all their enemies both 

within and without, doth in the ſecond place defend and preſerve 


them in this liberty and heavenly freedom to which he hath reſtor. 


ed them: And all this by virtue of his own power and merit, wich- 
out any aſſiſtance from them, either in whole or in part. Nay, he, 
as Samſon, was delivered up by his brethren, the men of his qzen,, 


nation, into the hands of heathen infidels, to be crucified _ PA 5 1 55 * 


to death, a ſad requital to him for his kindneſs. 
sthly, Samſon typifies Chriſt in his marriage. This is the polat 5 
upon which our text treateth, we will therefore paß it by till "or 13h 
come to the words. | 
Sthly, Hetypitics Chriſt in his death i For it is ſaid of bim, that N 
he gave his enemies a greater ſtroke, and did more execution among 
them at the day of his deaths than he had done in all his life-time, 
2 ges xyi. 30. which is more eſpecially true in Chriſt Jeſus ; for 
be gave the powers of hell a greater ſtroke at the day and hour of 
his death, than he had done in all his life-time by his word and mir- - 
ieles ; for then it was that death he overcame him that bad the pow- 
er of death, that is, the devil, Heb. ii. 14. Then it was that he took 
away the hand- writing of ordinances that was agaiat us, which 
was contrary to us, nailing it to his croſs, Col. ii. 14. and having 
ſpoiled principalities and powers, he made a ſhew of them, openly- 
triumphing over them in it. Then it was, that _ h the eternal 
ſpirit he offered up bimſelf to God without ſpot ; whereby be 56 
„ . came the Mediator of __ New Daene to the end, that hy the 
means 
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il | 7 5 4 50 under e firſt co enam, they. which are called might receive the 


promiſe of an eternal inheritance, Heb. ix. *g. Then . 
de was once offered to beat the ſins of many, and unto them that 


Jook for him, be will appear the fecond time without fin unto ſalva- 


tion: Bleſſed are all they mg et for him in ſincerity. 
Zut I —— — : * 3 2 3 
And in the firſt place, I Vguld note by t ty four things, fr 
| the four firſt-verſes of this e our — 110 
„ rt, Samſon's falling in love with-a woman in Timnath, a daugh - 
-- +, ter of the Philiſtines, ver. 1. And from hence I obſerve, That as 
'Sataſon loved this Philiſtine woman, though dwelling in the houſe 
enemies, and ſo by nature one of them; ſo alſo Jeſus Chriſt 
| red his church when in the houſe of his enemies, viz. the fallen 
. eſtate; and not only ſo, but whilſt ſhe was an enemy, he laid down 
his life for her, Rom. v. 8. 1 | 
' 2dly, The diſcouragement: he met with from his father and his 
mother in the purſuit of his deſires in taking her to be his wife, ver. 
4 And hence I obſerve, that perſons out of a ſincere zeal, may 
| 1 oppoſe God in his Moſt. wile, and oftimes various diſpen - 
+, Grions, r e 5 
3a, The reaſon moving them ſo to do, Ver. 3. which was becauſe 
lie was a ſtranger of another nation, and the Iſraelites were forbid- 
den to marry with ſuch by the Law, Deut. vii. 3. And from thence 
l obſerve, that God can turn all things, yea even fin itſelf, fo as that 
it ſhall conduce abundantly to his glory and his peoples good, bene- 


N or ft and advantage. . | 
4.5%, I would note Samſon's anſwer to his father and mother, 


#4, when by them oppoſed for loving of this Daughter of the Philiſtines, 
' 4 Gee ber for me, for ſhe pleaſeth me well. And from hence I obſerve, 
1, That as no oppoſitions nor perſuaſions could remove Samſon's 
affections from this Philiſtine Woman, ſo nothing, no, not fin itſelf, 
Could, nor can ever be able to ſeperate or remove the love of Chriſt 

from his church, Jer. xxxi. 3. Rom. viii. 38, 39. But contrariwiſe, 
the love of Chriſt will move him to ſeperate and remove all fin, with 
whatever elſe offends him, from her, in his own time. 3. As the 
want of circumciſion, aad ſeveral other things required by the law, 
could not prevent Samſon's loving and marrying of this Philiſtine 
woman, ſo want of inherent qualitications,, &c, cannot hinder 
Chriſt's loving and eſpouſing of his church to himſelf, Ezek. xvi. 6, 
7, 8. but contrariwiſe, his love to her hath, doth, and will move him 
to waſh and cleanſe her, fit and qualify her, renew, enrich, and a- 
dorn her ſo, as may render her molt well-pleafing in his and his 

father's eyes, Ezek. xvi. 9g—13. - | 3 hh 

4 Had this brings me to our text, in which I would note four things 


1 it, Samſon's journey down to Timnath, a city of the Philiſtines, 
and from hence take this propoſition ; That as Samſon went down 
. : . ö ; * . 1 do 


1 


* 


7 . * __ 


to Timnath, acity of the PhiliRines, to take a wife from! : fo 


Jeſus Chriſt came down from heaven into this ſinful bewildered 
wo 


to purchaſe, marry, and betroth unto himſelf his beloved 
church and ſpouſe, Hoſ. ii. 19. Jer, iti. 14. _ 

2dly, His occaſion thither, which Ws te-marry 

love (notwithſtanding her nonconformity to the laws and cuſtoms 


bf. Iſrael) had made ſo well-pleaſing unto him. And from hee 


take a ſecond proppſition, N a6 ve was the only impulſive or. 
moving cauſe which brought Samſon dc 

this woman, who otherwiſe could not have be acceptable to, no 
more than ſhe was in an eye of reaſon fit for him: So likewiſe 225 


love was the impulſive cauſe which alone moved Jeſus Chriſt to _ 


come down upon the earth to marry his church unto himſelf, who 


had ſhe not been ſo loved by him, could never have otherwiſe been | 


acceptable to him, being ip her fallen eſtate, in an eye of reaſon up - 
on all accounts ſo unfit for him 8 F 
3dly, His company. which went down with him, which was his 


father and his mother; he. would do nothing in the caſe without 


their company and eonfent, which affords us this third propoſition, 
That as Samſon, notwithſtanding the ardency of his love, would 


do nothing without the knowledge, advice; company and conſent 


of his father and mother; ſo Jeſus Chriſt in all his proceedings in 
and towards his church, did not only in all things conform to the 


will of his Father, but alſo had the Father ſtill preſent with him to 


' bear him company, Matth. xxvi. 39. And ſo much was he de- 
lighted therein, that when, through exceſſive ſorrow and trouble, he 
had but the leaſt apprehenſion of his Father's abſence, how vehem. 
ently did he cry out, Eh, Eh, Lama ſabachthani, i. <, My God, my 


God, why haſt thou forſaken me, Matth. xxvii. 46. Oh happ that 


man or woman among us this day, that is thus tender on, and deſit- 


ous of the heart-enriching, ſoul-raviſbing love, company and preſence 
of Jeſus Chriſt. xp 
But again, 4thly, Let us note the terrible oppoſition that Samſog 
met with in his journey, even when he came nigh to the place: 80 
the text, coming to the vineyards of 'Timnath, Behold, a young lion 
roared againſ} him : Young, noting vigour and nimblenefs ; a young 
lion, noting Grength, cruelty and fierceneſs, a frightful adverſary 
indeed, eſpecially conſidering kow unprepared Samſon was to an 
eye of reaſon for ſuch an aſſault ; which affords us this fourth and 
laſt propoſition, viz. That as Samſon, in going about to marry ang 
eſpouſe this woman of Timnath, this daughter of the Philiſtines to 
himſelf, met with many oppoſitions, but more eſpecially the young 
lion; ſo Jeſus Chriſt, in endeavouring the redemption and eſponſal 
of this church unto himſelf, hath, and doth meet with many oppo» 
fitions, but eſpecially that roaring lion, the devil, 1 Pet. v. 8. For, 
1. when he was in the fleſh in order to the accompliſhment of man's 
redemption, how often did the devil ſet upon him, and not content» 
3 . So ing 
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ing biff with daily troubling, vexing and perſecuting of him by 
his wicked inſtruments the Jews, he firſt drives him into the wilder. 
gnaeſs to tempt him there, where he deals with him as it were hand to 
| jñiſt, but ſtill doth no good. Again, 2. He ſtirs up his diſciples to 
moleſt and grieve him, x Peg, by his fleſhly advice: hence Chriſt 
F fi Get thee behind me ſatals, Ec. Matth. xvi. 23. Then ſecondly, 


* * f 
* * 
** 


Iddas to betray him; for faith the text, Satan entered into him again. 
Thirdly, Peter to deny * that with oaths, ſaying, / knew not 
the man. Oh horrible! An angel this, he again comes himſelf 

(s it were) accompanied with all the, powers of hell to aſſiſt him, 

gag taking him at the greateſt diſadvantage, even when under the 

duden of his Father's wrath, according to Pſal. Ixix. 26. as 

I  Vveſigning, if poflible, at once to ſtrike him down to hell for ever. 

+. But blefled be God, it was not poſſible, &c. John xiv. 30. The 

., prince of this world cometh and hath nothing me. See then the devil's 
' malice, though he had nothing in Chriſt, yet would he not ceaſe to 
afflict Chriſt whilſt in his reach ; atid he carries the ſame mind to- 
wards chriſtians alſo, Luke zxii. 3t, 32. Simon, Simon, ſatan hath de- 

rel to have you, that be may fift you as wheat, fc; Again, ſecondly, 
when he cometh in the ſpirit, in and by the goſpel, actually to call 

and unite his people to himſelf, the devil till ceaſeth not to inter- 
rupt him in his proceedings, if by any means he can, altho' in this 
reſpe& he doth not directly ſo much fight againſt Chriſt as chriſ- 
tians ; for he knows he can do no good with him, he long fince over- 
came him upon Mount Calvary, Heb. ii. 14. By death he over - 
ename him that hath the power of death, even the devil. And now 
ſteing he can do no good on Chriſt the huſband, he deſires to have 

COIN of lie vers, the church, that he may try and fift them as wheat: 

nd truly, beloved, the devil hath put many a poor chriſtian hard 
"to it, he hath made many a one cry out, 0h what Ido? And I 
doubt not but many of you in this congregation have met with him 

to your ſorrow ; and ſo by woful experience know theſe things F 
now ſpeak to be true. | | 
But to all you that are labonring in this bitter warfare and hour 
of trial, this 4 of Jacob's trouble, let me fay thus much to you, 
| have a care of truſting to the arm of fleſh, and of putting confidence 
in man ; have a care of ſelling yourſelves for nought, by putting 
confidence in that which cannot fave; but conſider our great Sam- 

28 2. is ſpiritually come down in and by the goſpel, and he is among 
s and preſent with us, and if he do but ſhew his head or make bare 

his &rm in any of our hearts and ſouls, then the devil is gone, he is 
fled, and though we ſeek him at ſuch a time we cannot find him; 
and why? well, becauſe Chriſt is come down to dwell with us. Oh, 
Sirs, could we but live more by faith with and in Chriſt, we ſhould 
be leſs troubled with the devil's company. But I haſte \ 
| Beloved, time will not permit me to ſpeak to all theſe four propo- 
fitions thus raiſed from the words, I ſhall therefore make choice of 
| f | | the 
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the ſourth and laſt of them, for the ſubje&t of my 2 
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c. curſe at this time, vis. | \ 
* That as Samſon in going about to marry and nr this woman 
of Timnath, this daughter of the Philiſtines to imſelf, did meet | 


with many oppoſitions, chiefly thi&y@yng lion; ſo Jeſus Chriſt en? 
deavouring the redemption and eſpouſal of his church to himſelf, 
hath and doth meet with many oppoſitions and oppoſers, but eſpeci= 
ally that roaring Bon, the devil. U. Nn ; 
n the handling of which pgint, I thall obſerye this method: 
Firſt, To ſhew the ſtate and condition of Chriſt's church in gen- 
eral, and every member thereof in particular, before called by, and 
united or married unto Jeſus Chriſt, 8 ves 
Secondly, I ſhall conſider whether the church firſt ſeeketh wits 
Chriſt, or Chriſt unto the church, in order unto the effecting of this 
bleſſed unien or marrla W | 
Thirdly, Meation ſome of the greateſt lets; hindrances and im- 
diments, which do moſt, interrupt this bleſſed union and agree- 
ment betwixt Chriſt and his church. | | 
Fourthly, I ſhall: give you ſome cautions in order to a'timely pre- 
vention of the dangers occaſioned thereby. | 
And Laſtly, Make ſome ſhort application. | Me | 
Firſt, I ſhall ſhew the ſtate and condition of Chriſt's church iu 
general, and of every member thereof in particular, before ealled b, 
and united or married unto Jeſus Chriſt; But I muſt be brief in 4 
the whole, © , IP © 
And firſt, The ſtate of Chriſt's church in geadral, and of N | 
member thereof in particular, before called, &c. is a ſtate of dea 
neſs: This is plain from Paul's words to the church at Ephe- 
| ſus, Eph. ii. 1. But you hath he quickened, who were dead in fins and 
treſpaſſer. See alſo ver. 4 and 5, Now this deadneſs is two-fold : ” 
1. A deadneſs to God and all goodneſs: And this deadneſs is, 1. 
Abſolute ; and 2. Univerſal. 1. Abſolnte, not a deadneſs in part, 

. as ſome do vainly imagine, as if man was partly dead, and partly 
alive to God by nature: No, for man is wholly dead, ſo as that 
there is no ſpiritual life to heavenly things remaining in him, zdly, 

It is an univerſal deadneſs, or a deadneſs throughout: Death, faith 
the Apoſtle, Rom, v. 12. paſi upon all men, for that all have finn 
And as it paſſed upon all, fo it obtained a compleat dominion'over 
all; fo that take an unconverted man, that is altogether natural, 
and ſuch a man is, with reſpect unto God and goodneſs, a dead 
man; his heart, his will, his mind, his affections, are altogether 
dead and lifeleſs. And, ſecondly, it is a deadneſs in fin, not zo ſing 
for ſo is the truly godly, according to their meaſures, but a dead- 
neſs in ſin, Hence note, a natural man thus dead in fin, is firſt - 
not ſenſible of fin ; ſecondly, he is not troubled for fin ; thirdly, he 
is not burdened with ſin ; fourthly, be hath no true deſire to be de · 
livered from fin : True, he may have ſome convictions, and perhaps 
7 3 5 . ſometimes 
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s too ;; bur it is either not for ſin, as ſin, or elſe 


in the mean while, not ſeeing that his whole nature is polluted, and 


þ cdzhat the beſt of hm actions, while out of Chriſt, is but aß filthy ragss 


_* which, inſtead of meriting any good thing for him, doth rather, like 
the blood of+ Abel, cry to * for vengeance upon him; for 
without Chriſt. we can do nothing, John xv. 5. that is, nothing wel's 

pleaſing to him, /or whatfſasuen is not of faith; is i O that the world 

| te ſee ths ! t ohn have done talk- 

ing of free · will, ang of 4 power in man, whilſt in nature, to do that 
_ which is good; then would they be brought off truſting in, depend- 
in 5. or boaſting of their own righteouſneſs; then ſhould we 
al down as one man before the e crying out as with one 

„ O wretched men that ue are, who ſhall deliver us from this body of 

In Rom. vii. 24. Then ſhould we know what Chriſt meaneth in 
that notable tags” way 8 . : 
e ſtate of Chriſt's church in general, and of 

every member thereof in particular, before called by him, &c. is a 


salate of hardneſs and deſperate wickedneſs ; but Rill I mean as to 


the things of God: for, alas ! if the devil tempt, if the world al- 
tare, if the fleſh luſt after its own things, if any profit, pleaſure, hon- - 
our; preferment, or advantage be offered to us, oh how ſoon then 
have we an eye to ſee, an ear to hear, and an open heart to receive. 
theſe things, though teading never ſo much to our ſoul's ruin and 


©  deftrudtion! But on the other hand, God may call and oall again. 


be may ſtand at the door and knock day after day, he may cry 
aloud in our ears by his word, works and providences, he may 
threaten deach, damnation and deſtruction by the law ; and again 
ſweetly tender grace, mercy, forgiveneſs of ſins and ſalvation, by 
the goſpel, time after time, and in ſermon after ſermon, and yet for 
e Ki man, whilſt in nature, hath neither eye to ſee, ear to hear, 
nor heart to receive: O ſad condition! | 
But again, Thirdly, The ſtate of Chriſt's church in general, and 
of every member thereof in particular, before called by Chriſt, &c. 
is a ſtate of bliadneſs and inſenſibility; for though man, in this eſ- 
tate, lie in the gall of bitterneſs and bond of iniquity, chained up in 
the devil's priſon, where ſatan himſelf is goaler, though he be ig 
6 Wake, which if ved and died in, will certainly uſher him into 
e pit of hell; and though he be poſting with the greateſt expe- 
dition towards everlaſting damnation, ſleeping and ſnoring in a 
condition nearly equivalent to the damned in hell; and though he 
hear all this frgm the ſcriptures and God's miniſters, yet fall de re- 
mains blind and inſenſible, till God move upon the heart. See 
Eph. iv. 18. | „ W 
* Fourthly, For I haſte, The Rate of the church of Chriſt, 
and every member thereof, whilſt in nature and uncalled, is a ſtate 
of alienation from God. Alas!-, whilſt thus, they have no true 
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knowledge of him, nor fellowſbip with hill Mey ſee him pot, nor 


enjoy him, though in him they live, move and have their bein 3 
they riſe up in the morning, and lie down again at night, day after 
day, month after month, and yet have not God in a godly way as 
much as once in all their thoughts ; they rarely do as much as once 
ſeriouſly conſider whether they be going, to life ar death, to heaven 
or hell, to Go#or the devil. 3 1 5 
Fifthly, and laſtly, The ſtate of Chriſt's church e and 
every member theſgof in particular, before effectually called by 
Chriſt to himſelf, is a ſtate of deceivableneſs': This Paul confeſſeth - 
to Titus, Tit. iti. 3. For, alas! generally, nay. think I may ſay . * 
always, they that are moſt without Gol have the leaſt ſenſe of the 
want of God; they that are moſt with the devil, are in the | 


fear of the devil, and they that are really the greateſt ſinners, s 5 4 
the leaſt troubled for their ſins ; for either they are wholly carnel in 


their lives as well as hearts, and ſo minding no religion at all, or 


” 


elſe they fall a doing and working for life, building upon their pra- F 


ers, duties, works and obedience, thinking theſe ſhall Rand them in 
ſome Read, concluding, that if they can but live civilly, deal juſtly, 
do their duties ordefty, and keep all God's commandments to the 
utmoſt of their power, according to the law: Well then, undoubt- 
edly all ſhall be well with them, both in death and judgment, and 
conſequently to eternity, though they know nothing, no, nothing 
Chriſt, the goſpel, faith, nor ſelf-degial ; not minding that the ſcrip- 
ture ſaith, that there is no name given under heaven whereby awe can be 
ſaved; but the name of 4455 and that whoſoever believes not in him 
ſhall be damned; for without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him; but 
do and live is the only religion conſiſtent with the fallen nature, it is 
wholly. a ſtranger to all goſpel myſteries, and fo I fear are too many 
called goſpel minilters, elſe why is free-will, and man's works and 
righteouſneſs cried up at ſuch a height at this day, to the great dif- 
honour of Chriſt and the goſpel, in ſo many places and perſons ? 
And why is there ſuch heart-burnings againſt ſuch as preach the 
ure goſpel of Chriſt, whereby man and his righteouſneſs is laid in 
the duſt, and Chriſt and his righteouſneſs exalted, according to the 
ſcriptures ? But to conclude this point, Paul moſt plainly tells us 
what all men are by nature: For indeed there is no difference. In 
Epbeſ. ii. 11, 12. 1ſt. Gentiles in the fleſh. 2dly, Uncircumciſed 
in heart. zdly, Without Chriſt. Athly, Aliens to the Common- 
wealth of Iſrael. 5thly, Strangers to the covenant of grace. Gthly, 
Void of hope. 5thly, Without God in the world: A dreadful 
condition indeed. And this brings me to the ſecond particular. 
Io couſider, whether the church firſt ſeeketh unto Chriſt ; or, on 
the contrary, Chriſt firſt ſeeketh unto the church, in order to the ef- 
feing of this bleſſed union or marriage betwixt them. And the ſo- 
tation is plain, 1ſt, as intimated by the text; and 2dly, as confirmed 
by all the ſcriptures relating thereunto : if, As intimated by the 
| text, 
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det, thus, viz. As Sa ſt ſought unto, and endeavoured after 
this Philiſtine in order to the concluding of this contract be- 
twirt them, and not ſhe unto him 3 ſo in like manner Jeſus Chriſt 
'  _ firſt and primarily ſeeketh unto his church, in order to the bringing 
A about of this happy union and nofſhe unto him. This alſo is plain 
from many ſcriptures, as from xvi. 3—14. Where, iſt, The 
church lay in the open field din ber blood. 2dly, There. was 
nu ts pity bers, And, ret, gdly, When ſhe wasn this condition, 
/ _ Jeſus Chriſt in merey came und paſſed by, Andy qthly, Her time, 
notwithſtanding-her miſery and ſhame, was to him a time of love. 
And 5thly, He did all chis whilſt ſhe herſelf was dead, as to any 
jon towards him ; and therefore, ſaith he, ver. 6. And when 1 
id by thee, and ſaw the polluted in thy own blood, I ſaid unto thee, 
e ea, then n in thy blogd, I ſaid unto thee, Live. See alſo 
HFoſea ii. where when the church was backſliden from, and which 
is worſe (though always the iſſue of a backſliding ſpirit) hardened 
_ againſt him : Then be came in mercy (thodgh'ſhe perhaps at the firſt 
. __ did.not ſo look upon it) and hedged up her way with thorns, to the F 
end that thoꝰ ſhe-purſued after her lovers, yet that ſhe might not o- i 
vertake them, Ver. 6, 7. 2dly, He takes away all her fulneſs, joy, and | 
mirth, all her delight in her own ways, and removes from her all her 
pleaſant things, ver. g,—12. g3dly, He viſits upon her all the days 
of her former wickedneſs and idolatry, ver. 13. And gthly, After 
all this, he, as it were, turns ſuiter to her. For (ſaith he) I will 
allure her, and bring her into the wilderneſ;, and there will I ſpeak com- | 
fortably unto her, ver. 14. Alas, poor dejected, doubting ſouls ! 
whilſt God is a bringing of them into the wilderneſs, or into a be- 
wildered ſtate, as to their own apprehenſions, are even frightened 
with fears and terrors, leſt he ſhould deſtroy them there, and. give 
them over to periſh ſor ever, little conſidering that it is God's way 
to keep his beſt wine till the latter end of the feaſt ; and in the wild- 
|  erneſs to ſpeak moſt comfortably to them, giving them in the valley 
of Achor,or trouble, a door of hope; and that there the knot of union 
is to be tied, which is never to be looſed more; and that then they 
muſt .call him no more Baali, viz. M/. Lord; but that they muſt 
henceforth call him Iſhi, that is to ſay, My Huſband, ver. 16. A 
bleſſed concluſion ! And let me tell you, There is none of you here 
this day that are ſuiters to God, but God hath had firſt a great ſuit- 
ing of you to bring you to that, 1 John iv, 19. Oh! admirable 
love and condeſcenſion ! that ever the great God of heaven, and 
Lord of eternity,ſhould become ſuiters to ſuch hell-hounds as the beſt 
of us are by nature. Again, obſerve that text in Jer. jii. 12 and 22. 
where the Lord moſt earneſtly and compaſſionately ſuiteth, exhort- 
eth and inviteth his church, with all poſſible perſuaſions, to return 
from her backſlidings ; for, ſaith he, I am married unte you, ver. 14. 
only acknowledge your imiquities, and that you have en againſt : 
mc; And then, return O backſiiding children, and I will heal . back- 
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ding,. And indeed bere the Lord not onffited, but prevailed : 


come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God, in vain it /aloation locked 


' for from the bills, and from the multitude of muanntaing;” for in the Lord © 


our God is the ſalbation of Iſract, The God of Heaven grant that wo 


may return him the like anſwer with" heart apd this days 
and all other times wherein he, b che gaſped, is inyitifg us to came 
unto him. See allo the words of Da . „vii. 8; Nen {hou 


O Lord, ſaidft, Seek ye my face ; m beart ſaid unto thee, 7 , Lor 
avill I ſeek. Oh, dear friends 4 th 1 853 a long 4 been * 
fuiting of you by the goſpel to come unto him? And hath he ut 
often called aloud of you, ſaying,' Sect ye my face? 1 know von can». 
not deny this. Well, but let me aſk, Was 'you ever brought to cry 
out with David, Thy /age, O Lord, will 7 ſeek ? True, it may be, you 
have ſaid thus with your mouths ; but pray, note, Did your hearts 


ever ſay ſo? Sith holy David, My heart ſaid, Thy face, O Lord, will 


1 ſeek. But to conclude this point alſo, mind what John faith in 
his firſt epiſtle, iv; 10, and 19 Herein is love, faith he, not that wer 


hed God, but that he loved ns. And we love him, becaufe he loved _ 


us firſt. Alas, beloved ! had not God loved and ſought after u, 
till we had loved and fought after him, then had we never ſo much 
as once lifted up our eyes towards him, till with the rich man we 

had been in hell; which would have been too late either to have 

ſought after him, or looked up unto him. I might mention many 

more ſcriptures to the like effect, but time will not permit. Beſides, 

theſe are ſufficient already laid down, the ſequel whereof amounts 
to this, That as Sampſon firſt ſought, unto this woman of Timnath, 
this daughter of the Philiſtines, notwithſtanding her nonconformity 
to the rel ion and laws of Iſrael, and not ſhe unto him: So Jeſus 
Chriſt ſeeketh unto his church in true heavenly and divine love, and 
not ſhe unto him, notwithſtanding, not only her nonconformity to, 
but alſo ber enmity againſt the religion and laws of his kingdom, as 
fire oth In antere; ad when he this n e Linh bare 


And from hence I infer, | 
Firſt, That Chriſt in ſeeking after, and calling of his people to 
himſelf, hath no reſpect to antecedent qualifications in them; for 
he knows better than we, the impoſſibility that a bitter fountain 
ſhould yield ſweet water, or a bad tree bring forth good fruit: 
Therefore, ſaith he to the Phariſees, O generation Vipers, how can 
ye being evil, do that, or as the word is, ſpeak that which is good ; 
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpraketh, Mat. xii. 34. But 
blind man will not believe this, becauſe he is blind, and cannot fee 
nor underſtand the truth: But ſaith Calvin, J/hatſcever a man think<. 
eth, purprſeth or doth, before he be reconciled ta\Ged by faith in Chrifl, is 
accurſed ; and not only of no _ to righteouſneſty but of certain dg 3 
| | | 01-200 


For mark the anſwer they returned him, ver. 22, 23. Beboldwe _ 
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70. Ang faith Luther, Whefvever goeth 
about to pleaſe God with works done before faith, goeth about to pleaſe God 
ps > fin; which, ſaith he, is nothing I but to heap fin upon fin, nagt God, 


"SERIES 2 him to aurath : O that men would once confider theſe things E 


ly, From hence I infer, That though the chureh of 
ng andevery member thereof in particular, be bro't. 
r 2 throw! the fall into a. loſt effate, which, as was before ob- 


q me wherein he will gather and call 
ere was a time in which Samſon went 
down to Timnath, to take this daughter of the Philiſtines to wife: 
And accordingly there is a 1 a erein God will gather his elect 
the four: winds of the Heavens: There is a time for every 
obe of God s jewels to be ered into his treaſure, and for every 
one of his ſheep to be brought into his fold, John x. 16. though God's 
people be born in ſin, he be wl not havet L to die ſoz for there is a 
time, wherein 7, faith the Lord, will call her beloved that qua- not belov- 
ed, And this hatbthe Father appointed, Eph. i. 10. That in the 
diſpenſation of the fulneſy of time, he might gather together in one all things 
is Chrifl, both which are in Heaven, and which gre on earth, even in him. 
nd, beloved, this time ſhall aſſuredly come upon every ſoul belong. 
ing to God. The Lord ſtir up our hearts to look for it, for 4 ex- 
— we be converted and born again, we can never enter into the 
kingdom of God, * An uncalled Rate is.therefore a dreadful ſtate 3 
for . man is ſo, he knows not whether he belongs to God or 
Ho : But certainly ſuch a one may cgnclude, that for the preſent he 
belongs unto the devil, The Lord awaken all ſuch before it be too 


late. 
IT birdly, From hence I would infer, that God muſt condeſcend 
2 come down to us, (which indeed he hath done both in fleſh ,and 
it) _ we Tan aſcend to him. So Samſon went down to 
2 A man whilſt in nature, and ſo conſequently dead in fin, 
is no more able truly and ſincerely to aſcend up to God either in at- 
| fefion, faith or practice, than a ſtone to lift up itſelf into the air, oy 
a bird to fly which hath no wings. What could the 4% bones do, 
which the Lord faith Was the houſe of Iſrael; till the ſpitit of the 
Lord came upon them ? Ezek. xxvii. What, cauſe then bath every 
ſoul among us to be humble before the Lord, and to be abaſed in 
our own eyes, and to cry out with David, Pſal. oxv. 1. . Not unto 
us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be praiſe !” and with 
Paul, 1 Cor. iv. 7. What have we that we have not received?“ 
And with Iſaiah, chap. xxvi. 12. "Chou, O Lord, haſt wrought all 


them all hole to hint, 


dur works in as!” But mavy profeſſors, at this day, ſuppoſe a 


(biliry of ſetting up Chriſt too high, and of laying man down too 
ow in himſelf, But how this cometh to paſs I could never yet un- 


| kris: Sure 1 am, there i is a yu deal of both roy and 


_ 


e is oy hg deadneſs, hardneſs, bliadods. and alicnation 


| 


— 


danger of ſetting u too high, ; 
by K ſeſteeming of 

5 2 leſs reaſon to cry u 3 works and obedience, (I. 

mean ſo as to boaſt — or der Twi ereupon) than at this Nays. 

in which they are th Sefow 2 little practiſed. 


eg a. and kia righ 


But were but the — yl God. Chriſt ] us, und ſand ” 2 55 10 


duly exalted, and freely preached in liſe alt pow 
think, be the only way, traly and without i pore fe ws .t 22 


mens lives, and to work their Hearts my a godly 111 
would iſſue in a true and evangel gelical repen 3 to 


ed of. But there being ſo much Lale ppg 3 4 ? 


this day, hath undoubtedly been a great er ſo . 
warmneſs in the world in matters of religi 


But I come to the Third Particylat, vi 


To mention ſome of the greateſt letts, 3 ind mo | 


ments, which do moſt interrupt this bleſſed union and 


+, 
betwixt Chriſt and his church ; pr indeed are many; tims 


will but it me to mention ſome few. . 
And the firſt main let or hindrance, is the want of a thorough 


fight and a true ſenſe of the — of the condition in hien 


| we are by nature; and accordingly an enjoyment of reſt and ſatis- 
faction, though both falſe and Era om in that condition. 
And thus much even nature itſelf teacheth, that no man will ſeek 
unto a phyſician for a cure, unleſs he be firſt ſenſible that he is troub. 
led with ſuch a diſtemper as doth neceſſarily call for, and require 
ſuch a cure. And who knows not, that even the beſt of us are 4 
reat deal more ready and forward to incline to, and ſeek aftcr the 
beneße and cure of the body, than the benefit and cune of the ſoul g 
inſomuch that a man of whom I have heard, who deſerting and 
forſaking the work of the miniftry, in which he, had ſpent much la- 
bour and travel, to take up the practice of phyſie; and being alked 
the reaſon why ? He returned this anſwer, © Becavſe—ſaid he—L 
faw people were a great deal more careful of their bodies = — 
their ſouls, and much more free to lay out their money and 
for the one than the other. And Chriſt himſelf tells us, Pat 


the whole need not a phyſician, but they that are ſick,” The rea- 


fon, therefore, why Chriſt, our great phyſician of ſouls, is ſo much 
lighted, is becauſe ſo few are ſenſible of their ſouls' maladies and 


diſtempers. 


And the caſe is the ſame in the 1 — for the main ren. 


ſon why poor ſinners are no more free to change their eſtate, to for- 
ſake their firſt huſband, viz, the devil'and the world, and to be join- 
ed and married to Jeſus Chriſt, is becauſe they ſee not the danger and 
2 which they lie in and under, in the condition in which they 


A ſecond les or hindrance in this _—— is WE 


* of 


riſt, and his . — death and merits. Ner. 
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| os fue, and the pleaſures and profits 
. they 1 therein. For the proof of this, 
e1 tth. xxi1, 2 beginning z where the text tells 
| & great King, i. e. Gol, made a mgrriage for his Son, i. e. 
1 565 forth his Servants ta call them that were bidden to the 
3 hat ſaith the text 2, Well, they would not come. A. 
1 2 other ſervants to tell them that all things were ready. 
„ ky pals, to invite; but alſs to perſuade. But what faith 
oY 6, 5. Well, did not only refuſe to come, but they 
18 * — 7 of it, and ment their ways, one ta his farm, aud another 10 
merchan Alas, their purſes were full, they had riches enough 
+ Wh omey le ene they were eurdtebed, poor, blind, miſera- 
7. N At. 15. Yet it is not the bare having of the world, 
1 and things thereof. __ *. but it is the inordinate loving 
|  _ - thereof This is that als all. In 1 Tim. vi. 10. the A- 
5855 tle tells us, ring . Mark it 
PEE t is not the money itſelf; or the creature is good ; put the inordi. 
nate love of it, this is the root of all evil. erefore, pray, mind 
TY - what our Lord ſaith, Luke xiv. 26, any man come te me, and bats 
wet li father and mother, and wife and children, and brethren, and. and ferry 
Foa, and his own li life alſo, be cannot be my diſciple. That is, whoſoever 
Pfretendeth to come to Chriſt, and hateth not all theſe things, with 
. what elſe can be named beſides Chriſt, in gompariſog of, or in com- 
| petition with Chriſt, cannot be his diſciple, and then for certai 
his ſpouſe. The main let in the way of communion betwi 
| Chr it 29d 8 pogr the. is ſin, and yet I tell you, it is not the ba 
. fin, oy the love 13. chat ſeparateth betwixt Chriſt an 
| 2 Rev. xxii. x Wheſover and mebetho by cal | 
dut of he holy city ; not 4 that barely maketh a lie e 
neſi, or by reaſon of temptation ; but he that not only do \ but 
alſo loveth to do ſof this is the man of the Lord's 5 anger. There- 
fore, faith David, 45 7 gelig ht in in, or regard iniguity i in my heart, God 
ul! not hear m This therefore, is the main let in our way of 
union with Chril, b it, becapſe we loye ſin, and love the world, together 
with the pleaſures and profits thereof; we love the fleſh, and we 
Jove our luſts, ourſelves, our works, and our own righteouſneſs z and 
- therefore we cannot love Chriſt. And further, provided that we 
- ſhould hate ſwearin ing a and drunkenneſs, and yet loye pride and covet- 
ouſneſs, this is not ing ; or if we ſhould hate pride and covetouſ- 
neſs, and yet loye deceit and hypocriſy, we are ſtill no better : This 
i:; dat as it were, to change one devil for another, and io keep 2 
- + &gevil ill. But I cannot enlarge. | 
A The chird let in our way of union with Chriſt, which. I ſhall now 
1 mention, i is want of faith in Chriſt. And truly, beloved, this is 2 
| eat mountain in onr way ; indeed this is the hydra, the monſter 


my for as there is nothing _—_— to him that * 
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fo there is nothing poſſible to him that beNGMWhot : for as faith hath. 
the pre-eminence above all other graces, ſo unbelief hath che pre, 
eminence of all other vices. And how many a poor ſoul ig there 
that is both ſenſible of, troubled for, and burthened with, fin, and 
alſo ſees a want of, longs for, and deſires to be with Chriſt, and yet 
ath little or no communion with Chriſt, by renſon of unbelief? + 
Yea, there are many that are weary of the world, Fo rhe fins... 
weary of the devil, and of chemſelves too, actounting in heir very” ] 
hearts all things nothing in compariſon of/'Chriſt, and yet for III! 
this, have little or no fellowſhip with Chriſt, becauſe of the want 7 *% 
faith. Oh, therefore this want of faith is a great ſoul · plagus ; it ie |} 
as the devil's caſtle and tower, from whence he ſhooteth fo'mapy 
darts at the ſouls of the afflicted. The Lord in mercy arm us all 
againſt this unbelief. And truly, my friends, there is.no reaſon for 
the perſons before ſpoken of, to doubt of God s favour, of all perſons + 
in the world; for all the free and bleſſed promiſes in the goſpel ran | 
with a direct tendency to and upon them: I beſeech you therefore. 
if there be any ſuch here this day, that you would take courage. 
truſt in God, and doubt no more; and the Lord give and grant 
you hearts thus to do; for I know there is no ſuch precious herb a 
faith. is, grows in- the corrupted garden of man's heart by nature. 
But oh, you proud, obdurate and hard-hearted ones, whoſe hearts 
the Lord never yet touched, ner who never yet trembled at God's 
words x to you be it ſpoken, the dread ought to lie at your doors; 
for there is no a curſe written in all God's book, but it runs with a 
direct tendency to and upon you, as little as you fear it, think of it, 
or ate troubled for it now; yet the day is a coming, even at the 
door, when you ſhall be made to know it: The Lord God give you 
hearts to fee it in due time, before it be too late, and the offers of 
ce be hid from your eyes. But there is at this day a ſort of pro-. 
eſſors of chriſtianity in the world, who pretend to faith and a holy _ 
life, or rather firſt a holy life, and then faith, as they ſuppoſe ; and 
theſe are ſtill crying, do, do, do; and upon doing, they pronounce 
men bleſſed, happy and ſafe; not regarding in the mean while, 
whether ſuch have any faith or no; or if they have, whether it be 
rightly founded upon Chriſt or no, without leaning to, or depending 
upon any thing elſe, eſpecially in point of juſtification : But oh, that 
ſuch perſons would ſerioully confider,. 1. That man, as man, and 
whilſt out of Chriſt, can do nothing : So faith Chriſt himſelf, Without 
me ye can do nothing, John xy. 3. But the ſtrongeſt argument that 
ever I met with, to convince me of the truth of this, is recorded ia 
John v. 30. where Chriſt ſaith thus, can of mine own ſelf de nothing 2 
And from hence I infer, that if the ſinleſs, ſpotleſs, and only Son of 
God, did acknowledge, that he could of his own ſelf do nothing, 
that is, as he was man, &c. then is it moſt high preſumption for 8 
poor mortal, ſinfyl, wretched creature, duſt and aſhes, 2 —4 or 
- | ie 
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| i 05 80 * onſi ider, at Bet: the 775 of God, Eph. ii. 8. and a fruit of 


, Gal. v. 21. Aud if fo, then pray, what is ſinful man in 

f himſelf, but a poor, loſt, helpleſs, nothing. undone creature: 
this muſt. man be made to ſee, before ever he ean cloſe with 
rift jelus in truth and fincerity. And wherr once he comes thus 


tt be Mpt of all, and made nothing in himſelf, then is he a fit ob- 
jet of mercy, in which God once coming to work faith in the heart, 
in order to an embracing of Chriſt, then a blefſed union betwixt 


© Chriſt and the ſoul is immediately brought forth, with triumph, 
- - crying grace unto it, Zech. iv. 7. 256 


Bak, fourthly and lafily; for I cannot ſtand to mention any more 
| |”, particulars, another dreadful and moſt mighty let in this way of 


union betwixt Chriſt and his church, is the devil; of whom it may 


1 a be ſaid, He that now letteth, will let, until be be taken out of the way, 


'--2 Theſl. ii. 7. And indeed it is him, which the young lion in our 


2 


text doth moſt directly point at; for as the young lion roared a- 
nſt Samſon, when he came down to Timnath, to take this daugh- 
of the Philiſtines to wife, ſo the devil roared againſt Chriſt, both 
when he came in the fleſh, to purchaſe and redeem his church ; and 


alſo as he cometh in the ſpirit, to call and ſanctify his church, in or- 


der to the anal betrothing of her unto himſelf in an everlaſting 
eneneſs : But at the former of theſe, to wit, his coming in the fleſh, 
the matter in hand duth ſeem more directly to point at, for in the 


latter, to wit, man's calling and converſion, as indeed all a chriſtianꝰs 
Ulle time, after really made a chriſtian, the devil doth not ſo directly 


firive againſt Chriſt, as I ſaid before, as poor chriſtians ; for he de- 
fpairs of ever doing good of him, who hath already led him captive, 


and appointed him his bounds, ſaying, © Hitherto ſhalt thou go, 


and no farther ;** but oh, ſaith he, © let me have a turn with chrif- 
tian man ; I once overcame man when finleſs in Paradife, and per- 


haps I may do ſo again, though he be made ſinleſs in Chriſt, Luke 


xxii. 3, 32. But in this ſatan is miſtaken ; for chriſtians have now 
Chriſſ to defend them, and to fight their battles for them, which 
Adam in Paradiſe had not; and therefore, as chriſtians, are not ſo 
eaſily drawn to ſin, that is, to ſin with delight, as he did: Beſides, 
they have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
and he is the propitiation for their ſins: But however, many a poor 


- chriſtian is many times hard put to it by the devil; for it is not in 


vain that Peter exhorteth to be ſober and watchful, becauſe the devil 


1 kuent about as a roaring lion, ſeeking whom he might devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. 


For Peter knew by woful experience, how hard a thing it was 7 ro- 


im and withſtand him. Aud indeed th 


you not find him riſing up and lying down with you, goj 


PF: _— 
. = F 
»$ * 2 
a * * 
_ 0 y 1 4 f 
+ '* E ** * „ by 
, 34. + Rag v1 L 84 8 , 
ws Fd 4 y _ _ 
| 1 £ . l F 
* n vw 
7 1 1 
SAMSON 0 51 1 74 
- 
* * 


1 


nn why 


the righteous are ſaid to be ſcarcely ſaved, FPet. iv. 18. And 


in Rev. xii. Aud what joy the faints made in heaven, ver. 10. when 
He was caſt from thence. But 


find him, I ſay, tempting, toſſimg 


and board with you, in light and dankneſs, day and night 
you ? And for ſure he deſigns you no good; it is your dear and pr 


* 


cious ſouls he ſtill aims at: The Lord deliver us all from his hands. 

. Mit perhaps you will ſay, alas we know by moſt woful experi- 
ence, that all theſe things are true, and that we are daily thus troub» - 
led with the devil upon all accounts; ber oh how ſhall we do to 


withſtand and overcome him? 


I anſwer, if you would ſtand againſt, and be ſaved from the devil, Hh 
then flee from, and renounce yourſelves, as well as him; for if ſelf 


be kept alive in your boſoms, the devil will not be far from your 


hearts. Both ſinful and righteous ſelf mult be put off, if once 
JeſusChrif be rightly pu on. And pray, ſirs, further, have an eye to 


the Son of God, our great Samſon, who is come down in and by the 
goſpel into our Philiſtine land, to marry us, notwithſtanding the un- 
circumciſion of our hearts and natures, to himſelf ; who, though 
thou canſt put no power, goodneſs, merits, nor deſerts as a weapon 
into his hand, will yet notwithſtanding, by his own Almighty pow. 
er, tear ſatan in pieces like a kid, in his own time, as Paul told the. 
Romans, Chap. xvi. 20. + The God of peace ſhall bruiſe ſatan un- 


der your feet ſhortly, Believe in the Lord your God, ſo ſhall you 


be eſtabliſhed, 2 Chron. xx. 20. 

I come now to give you ſome cautions, in order to a timely pre» 
vention of the dangers occaſioned by the aforeſaid lets j and they 
are theſe that follow : And firſt, to the righteous. ; 

Caution 1. And to ſuch, I ſay, firſt, have a care, that after God 
in ſome meaſure hath come in upon your hearts, and that you have 
had, as you ſuppoſe, ſome taſtes of this heavenly union, and are 


- brought not only to ſee yourſelves to be in death and darkneſs by 
nature; but alſo, through mercy, to be brought into the land of the 


living by grace, and have ſeen the day dawn, the ſhadexvs flee away, 
and the day-flar of grace ariſe in your hearts, ſo as that you have been 
made to ſay, The winter is paſt, the rain is over and gone, the 


flowers appear on the earth, the time of the ſinging of birds is come, 


and the voice of the turtle is heard in my ſoul, faying, Ariſe my 
love, my dove, my fair one, and come away :” I ſay; have a care, 


— —— . — —— 


ſee 
hut at your leiſure what dreadful war he made againſt the churgh , 


do'F thus enumerate ſcriptures ? 
I will appeal to all your experiences, that know any thing of God. 
And] beloved, let me aſk you, do you net find the devil, do,you not 
and turning you over and over," _ 


* 


to and again? Do yon not find him lurking in every corner vou 
come in ; and laying ſnares in every thing you meddle with ? D 
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therefore, take courage (and ſurely well thou mayeſt) for what 8 
tt that God requires in his word, that thou haſt not done ? thowhaſk 
- * mourned, prayed, 8 and reformed ; and is not 
. Wis —. God. is not fich a hard maſter 1 Lift up thine eyes, 
fſttzherefore, behold the world is before thee ; Is there never an object 
in u well pleaſing to thee ? What needeſt thou be fo preciſe ? Dok 
thou not read of a goſpel-liberty ? Thou mayeſt ſafely endeavour 
nnter, and delight in the lawful things of this world, and yet take 


8 rope, he 
|, to do you a miſchief ; and 


afanlt you that are if this condition, with theſe or the like tempta-. 
on, « foul, will be vw, Now thy troubles are over, and thy 


windy ai thy darknets is away, and light from heaven is 
eren in upon thee'; thou needeſt therefore to take no further 
are i it is 8 thou ſkouldeſt err or miſcarry ; thou 

Mayeſt now fie Mill, and take yhine eaſe ; for the time of thy proſpe · 

n in come ; thou ſhalt fir as a widow full of ſorrow. no longer 4 
1 


fo darm! witneſs many great and approved profeſſors that do the 


But, beloved, have a care of theſe and the like temptations ; for 
as they are of and from the devil, ſo they tend to your ſoul's tuin 
and deſtruction: It was the great fault of the Galatfans, that they 
began in the ſpirit, and ended in the fleſh ; and it will be no leſs fault 


in you : And truly ſaints are not diſtreſſed and troubled for a while, 


that ſo afterwards they may live again to the world and to theme 
felves ; that is but a counterfeit converſion : But alas, we ſee too 


. many examples of this nature at this day in the world ; many ſet 
forth fair for Heaven in all outward appearance for a while, and yet 


afterwards wither and dry away : The Lord make all theſe exam- 
ples as ſo many awakening, warning caveats to us, to be the more 
watchful ; for tho' all fleep till the bridegroom's voice be heard, 
= woe to them that ſleep afterwards. Oh the many evils oceaſioned 

va lukewarm ſpirit! Who is able to expreſs them? But in a word, 


duke warmneſt, if it prevail, ſetteth open à door, forth at which all 


ſent enjoyments of God take their flight, and in at which ſatan, 

m death and darkneſs come in. And truly, when once it comes 
to this, the face of Heaven looks black upon ſuch a ſoul : Therefore 
1 beg of you all that hear me this day, have a care of a lukewarm 


t. 8 
3 2. Again ſecondly, if you find God delivering you 


from this dangerous rock of lukewarmneſs, directing your feet from 
this dreadfulpath, which directly leadeth down to-the pit, fo as that 
=” 3 . fſuatan 


z 


E \ 


— and been And 5 

10 See that you be ſopnd in the fai Rent Why 1 
cle of juſtification: 1. 323 Pas ification n 
that not ſubjectively, but objeQively f not az a. bare 
beholdingly, receiying, embracing — e of 68. 
cording to tha and moſt precions Text, 9 78 Ab 
him all that do believe, are juſtified from all Thi 2b 

20ly, Be caretal to live tiolily, and. ad car 
the grace of God enforceth holineſs, but ien 
Ba may do this, 1ſt, See yod expect not Aale 1 5 


a % 


u to Chriſt, but that you ſhould derive holines 1 Ghrilt, vaing 
faith primarily brought unto him. 2dly, That the perforris 
| duties moveth not God to give his grace to you, but hig 
| Ec given 10 90, and wrouph apts 
ſod dui, if you do them aright. | | 
zdly, Think not that your love to God or to gaadnels, doth 
duce love in God towards you, which was not id before 3 b | 
contrariwiſe, that God's. love to you, manifeſted and — in — | 
produceth and begetteth love in you, both to God, g date and 


pred of men; nay to your very enemies. But oh wharewith th all; 
lamented, that this odly love, which alway bd + mag ng Chriſtian 
unity, is fo much — 5 at this day among p 
4thly, In all your holy actings, do not, as it were; act for life „or 
that you may receive life ; but on the other hand, act az from life 
ready receiyed from drift by faith, aud revealed and wrought 
. Bo got opted tp with, ce by day hide e 
| 7. Be not puffed up with, or by any in you ave ; 
done or can do. Oh forget it look over it, take Siog that, advice; let 
not the left hand knew What the right hand doth ; and when; you 
have done whatſoever. is commanded you, . ſtill account yourſelyes 
7 1 oy xvii. my * ee faſt 
foundation and corner Chri an TYP ing 
— of your faith into the —— = before the nnd | 
ID and the promiſe. Oh obſerve the words of E. upo 
is d bed, which are ſaid to be his laſt words ! Says be, Chrj 
— > 4 Chriſt have I feared, Cbrift have / Chrift have 4 
preached, in Chriſt have 1 belixved, and unto Chrift I commend my 
Beloved, here was a bleſſed end; here was a comfortable and 
rious end; The Lord dring us all to ſuch an end for his name 
And would you come to ſuch an end ? Then beware of hy 
But I haſte. A word or two more of caution to the wicked; and ſo 
I come to the Application. 
Aud in the frſt place, if there be any perſons. among us this day, 
that are ignorant of, and rangers to God, and his workings upon 
the ſouls of his people, and that are mindleſs and regardleſs of God, 
Chr iſt, che goſpel, heaven, and their ſouls ſalvation, livin "8. either in 
deſperate wickedneſs, moral _ or legal holinefs, and yet with- 
our 


„ 


. | 
fay, Oh have a care, have & 
ious time ! Conſider your ſouls 
iſt you are undone for ever ; re- 
xvi. who never lift up his eyes till he 
ore hard, what you will do upon 
take your leave of friends and re- 


2 of 35 — and paſt into an endleſs eter 
e beſides the gates of 


— are ſtill 
ere ready to re- 
ſatan as — — to come ni 


CF CN i Dor We wenn 
Ip ab bies'to fe many a bitter hour of trouble, but I who long 
nee bought him, huve ſaved him from thy hands, and will now re- 


- ceive him to 922 whete thou ſhalt never n 8 4 for 
nd blefſed are 


» to the Bord are the death of all his 
end which dis ft the Lord, from henceforth; for they reſt from 


their labour, trouble and toil. * But on the other hand, when = 
wicked unbeliever dies, and comes to paſs the gates of death, preſent- - 
I he falls into the jaws of the dog of hell, i. e. the devil, and is... 
caught in the arms of ſatan, and ſo hurried down into eternal 
flames ; and if he cry, Lord ſave me ? * No, ſaith Chriſt, for in 
thy life time thou contemnedſt my grace and goſpel, and caſt off 
my counſel and reproof, thou ſet light by my death ant merits, and. 
would have none of my falvation, I will — now laugh at thy 
calamities, and Mock when thy fear cometh ; Does thou from 
e, O thou worker of iniquity. O that thou hadſt known at leaſt * 
n this day the things that belong to thy peace, but'now they are 
| hid from thine eyes.” 
O conſider this, all you that forget God, and while it it called to 
day, and while the door of the Bridegroom's chamber ftandeth open, 
| Hear, fear, and lay it to heart, return to the Lord, acce * of = 


and embrace thoſe thin that belong to your peace, 
hid from your eyes : For the devil deſigns nothi more than to 


draw you on with one temptation or another, in blindnefs and for 
thulneſs of God, till death hath cleſed up youreyes ;: and then he 
ws well enough that hell ſtrall cloſe his moutk on your ſouls :- Ih 

yon miſs of Chriſt, you miſs of heaven for ever, 

Again, ſecondly, Beware that upon your turning from your 
evil ways, you do not eloſe with a falſe faith in an unſound way of 
religion ; for it will be a ſad thing if you talk yourſelves to hell 

with heavenly words, or go to death and judgment with a lie in your 
right hand. But may be you will ſay, But tow ſhall I turn aright ? 

\ Fanſwer, I ſhall direct you to the Lord's own counſel, Jer. iv. 1: 
de woods, Retr O Iſrael, (faith the Lord) return unto a Mind 


I Return unto ma cher wist it is not enough to 2 


him: 


my 


this or chat men's particular way ot form, 
congregation, though 
enough to turn from x vain and finful, to a good 
from vices to virtues, from evil and wicked 
holy and righteous converſation, though all dbaſe are good in cher 
places, and always certain adjuncts of true chriſtianity, | 
concomitants of true faith in allthat are truly go 
But the root of the matter lies in this ; a read 2 
ing to the Lord ; I ſay, to the Lord ; and a cloſing in the 


turn» 
place 


with Jeſus Chriſt, by faith, as our mediator, advocate, and only Ga. N 
viour ; as our king, prieſt and prophet ; as out head, Lord, king Ju * 


Taking him as of God, h&is made over 


and huſband, for ever. 
us, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanQification and redemption z 
that he hath bought us, and paid our debt for us 3 that he hath ac» «* 
quitted us from fin, the law, curſe, death and hell z and that by him 
we are accepted of, and jultified before God almighty ; and that our 
| Gas are laid upon him, and his righteouſneſt imputed to us by God 
the Father, according te that golden text, a CO. v. at. He bath 
made bim to be fin for us who new no fin, that we might be made the righte« - 
euſneſr of God in lim. And that now henceforward we muſt not live 
-unto ourſelves, but unto him that hath redeemed us, and died for 
us; and that we muſt fear him, and ſerve him ; not as Haves, but 
as ſons ; not for rewards, but of a ready mind, accounting it'as our 
meat and drink to do the will of God, according to his word, 
knowing that a free-will offering js only accept unto God. 
| Theſe things I commend to your conſideration. I would enlarge 
further, but that time calls for a concluſion. However, take a few 
words of application. * | | 
And firſt of all, by way of. examination. And (becauſe we are 
upon a matter of great importance, I deſire we may all be faithful to 
our own ſouls herein. Ihe ſeveral particulars which I ſhall commend 
to your conſideratian, by way of examination, are theſe following. 
iſt. Pray let us examine, whether Samſon be come dbwn to'Tim- 
nath ? I mean, whether Chriſt Jeſus be come homè to our hearts 
whether he hath given an awakening and an effectual call, in and 
by the goſpel, to our ſouls, which hath brought us out of darkneſs into his 
maryelloys light ; and out of the kingdom and territories of ſatan, death, 
and hell, int: the kingdom of his dear ſen ? | 
Object. But may be you will ſay, But how T know it? 
Anſw. To which I anſwer, by theſe three following marks: 
Firſt, If Samſon be come down to Timnath ; if Chriſt be come 
home upon your hearts, to call your ſouls home to himſelf, as afore- 
ſaid, then hath he given you a true ſight and a ſenſe of your Philiſ- 
tine condition, of your uncircumciſed ſtate, which you art in by 
nature: a true ſight of which -doth chiefly conſiſt in theſe five 
things, 1ſt, In being brought to ſee yourſelves to be the chief of 
ſinners, even as Paul, 1 Tim. i. 15. 2dly, In being broughe to ſee 
che exceeding finfulneſs of this fin wherewith you are thus polluted 
Rom, vii. 13. 3dly, In being made truly ſenſible of the dreadful 
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never ſo pure and. apoſtolical 3 neither is it + | 
-godly life ?: 
to an outwaralx 
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BE. + ore Fon ta in this ſtate ; and copfequtntly to ſee 
_ How far ven are, rſt, From F with God ; and, 2dly, Of 
5 dhe certainty . damnation, if you be not reconciled unto God. 


WE”... S6condly, A ſecond mark isthis :' If Chriſt hath called you to 
3 e out of der inge, into bis moſt. glorious light ; chen ag he hath let 
e an inſulliciency in yourſelves to ſave yourſelves, fo he hath 
Net you ſee an a Auffici ncy in himſelf, whereby you are brought to 
111 u, wg though you be wholly loſt in yourſelves, yet oy 
"a5 nere ig a full and abſolute poſſibility of your being both redeeme 
dad faved\in and hy Jeſug Chriſt ; ſo that deſpairing in the firſt 
3 1 of all ea and ſafety without Chriſt, yog may be 
brought wholly and to confide in Chriſt for the ſame : This is 
à ſurè and moſt-happy condition, and I beſeech you be ſerious in 
the examination of it. | 
"© Andlaftly, The third and laſt mark is thix : If Chriſt hath called 
po homie to himſelf, as aforeſaid; then are yourſelves become a 
. a to yourſelves, and you find your greateſt enemies to be them 
ps of your own houſe, which makes you call and cry mightily unto the 
Lord your God to help, uphold and ſtrengthen you againſt ſelf and 
all its aſſiſtante i that ſo being freed from the ſame, you may be giv- 
en up wholly to Chriſt Jefus, both in faith and practice; which is a 
ondition moſt defirable to all true chriſtians, though God knows 
too many profeſſors at this day are ſtrangers to the ſame. ' 5 
8 urge A i. _ which I would _ you to 1 ity 
Fhether this young lion, the t oppoſer o iſt, viz. , be © 
| rot and lain, yea or no * | 85 
Object. * may be you will ſay, How ſhall I know that ? 

Anſw, If this young lion be lain ; I mean, if ſatan be overcome 
in and upon your account, then you may know it in ſome meaſure 
by theſe following things. | * 

Firſt, If ſatan be thus overcome, then you are made ſenſible that 
it was not you, but another upon your account, that did thus over - 
come him, even Chriſt Jeſus ; and ſo conſequently, that not to you, 

but to him belongs all the glory for evermore. | 1 
Secondly, If ſatan be thus overcome by Chriſt Jeſus, in you, and 

for you, then are you abundantly troubled, for that you can no more 
loye, and giye praiſe to Chriſt Jeſus for the ſame ; for, beloved, I 
am very much ſatisfied, that it is one of the greateſt troubles that a 
true child of God meets withal, even becauſe he finds him elf no 

| — forward in loving and praifing of Jeſus Chriſt for all his gifts, 
yours and mercies : Yea, and truly I hope there is ſome _—_ 


n 
- 


- Us this day, whoſe minds and ſpirits have been greatly burthene 
many a time, becauſe they could deny themſelves no more, and el. 
„ . . : x, t eem 1 


* "aa 
SAuso A Tye: oO "4 
doe h good ion e e caſe 
it, it is a good ſign riſtian, in whomſoever 
relide ; r at 8% ant ſpirithal ambition, is of 
moſt contrary to God, and deſtructive to godlineſy,: 
But, thirdly and laſtly, if ſatan be thus overcome in 
on {os account; then are you united and married to Jeſus Qhin 
bjet. But may be you will ſay, But how ſhaſtI know N 
] be ſo married to Jefus Chriſt or no ) GE 
4 Anſw. : To ig fray Le . married 4 Chriſt, © 
then it will appear in ollowing hinge. 
Firſt, You will have à higher — of Jeſus Chriſt, than gf N Ji 
thing elſe whatſoever : Fe, he will be to you the e "among tai 1" ee 
thouſand, even altogether levely, fo that * uw will be bre to think. 
one day in bis courts better ſpent than a #ouſaud clſewhere”” - *; 
Secondly, You will think every hour's loſt hour, that is not 
in the fellowſhip of his love, and enjoyment of his preſence; fa,, +”; 
and often will you be bewailing yourſelves you have ſpentſ@. 
much time without the ſame ; crying out dn Codgfter, this man», + 
ner, and ſaying, O Lord, how many a day and Hour have I ſpenx, © | _ 
in wickedneſs and vanity, without either ſecing or enjoying bee! 
O my God ! which now qgccaſfions abundance of trouble to my ſoul.,. 
even when I conſider it. * F 
Thirdly, You will think yourſelyes loſers by all things you Mer 
in which you receive not Chriſt Jeſus. Then it will not ſatisfy pow: - 
to have lands and livings, gold and filver, wife and children, unleſs 
you have Chriſt too: Net er will it ſatisfy you to enjoy galpel- 
Privileges and gracious opportunities, unleſs you enjoy and — 4 N 
Jeſus Chriſt in all and every of thoſz things; for no wife that fin- „ 
cerely loveth her huſband, doth ever account herſelf happy in the 2 
enjoyment of any thing wherein ſhe doth not enjoy her huſband z, | 
even ſo in like manner, God's dear children are not content with 
any thing that. they do poſſeſs or enjoy, wherein they do nat poſleſy, | 
and enjoy Jeſus Chriſt : And oh, firs ! let me freely ſpeak it, theſe. 1 
| 
| 
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perſons are not content with gifts, no, not with heavenly gifts, with · 
\out the giver. Do they come to hear ſermons? Still they ares 
ſearching for God's power and preſence in and under the ſame, or | 
elſe they are not copteted Do they pray, read, or receive tha | 
facraments? Well, ſtill it is the * ; all things without God are 
nothing in their eſteem. * 1 

Fourthly, If you be thus married to Jeſus Chriſt, then are yo * 
ſoon aware of any thing that doth inter poſe betwixt Chriſt and your | | 
ſouls ; yea, if a cloud do but come over the face of the Son of | 
Tighteouſneſs, ſo as to darken the glorious light thereof in your 9 
ſouls, then are you quickly ſenſible of it. And if that this cloud | 
remain upon the face of the Son of God, Chriſt Jeſus, ſo as that 
_ ſpiritual darkneſs do long continue in and upon your ſouls, O bow | 
Often are you then enquiring, and ſaying, Oh why doth he hide his 
face from me ! and why is his chariot wheelg ſo long in coming! 

Fifthly, If you be thus married and united to Jeſus Chriſt, our 
ſpiritual Samſon, you are very earneſt in promoting Chriſt's glory, 
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* 25 rt thou oftentimes im great trauble that thou canſt keep no more 
michtal and trus t him than thou doſt; yea and.how often art thou 

king occaſion, from the obſervation of thy own weakneſs and 


U 


. | efs to backſlide from God, to deteſt and abhor thyſelf, to lay 


to with the church in the Lamentations, iii, 22. It is of the 
s mercies that we are not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions fail not. 
And hence it cometh to paſs that the continual cry of thy ſoul is, 
Fire me, not unto me, but unto Samſon, even Chriſt, my Lord 
galband, be all the praiſe and glory for ever and ever. O let me 
entertain any other lovers, none but Chriſt, none but Chriſt, 
the mar tyr. a i 
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| examined by you, but time being ſpent I omit them, and ſhall onl 


Add two! more, and ſo draw to a concluſion. And the fir 


18 nor deſirous to be married to Jeſus Chriſt. And the fecond is by 
| way of comfort, to all ſuch as apprehending themſelves to live in 
1 the land of the Philiſtines, afar off from God, and do long, breathe, 

W _ « groan, pray, and moſt earneſtly deſire to be brought nearer to, and 

\ wholly joined with Jeſus Chriſt as their Lord and huſband, 
II begin with the firſt, viz. ſuch as neither are married nor deſir- 
du to be married to Jeſus Chriſt : And to all ſuch I ſay, that it had 
| Þþeen better for them that they had never been bern, than that they 

mould live and die without Jeſus Chriſt ; better had it been, that 

* | their bodily eyes had never ſeen the ſun in the firmament, than that 
their ſouls eyes ſhould not ſee the Son of God in the goſpel : Better 

of bad it been that ſuch had never had a being in this world, than that 

I | they ſhonld have an eternal being without Chriſt in another world. 
288 O dear friends, I would be plain with you, and pray mind what 


| the grave may be as a bed to reſt in, but it will not, it cannot be as a 
op to trade in. Therefore let old and young, rich and poor, that bear 
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Way, add lafily, If thou be married to Jeſus Chriſt, then 
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U A 4 - Many more things I might propoſe. to your conſideration, to be 


| Word is by way of terror to the wicked, who neither are married, 


| I fay, Ar the tree falls, ſoit lies ; no converſion in the grave. True 


me this day, be adviſed to turn to Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. 
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ſ with Jeſus Chriſt, for 9“ the uſt mali live K ray note %% 
| tis got every one that cries Lord, Lord, that ſhall enter Nia the king» ©» 
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doth of heaven :“ becauſe all that profeſs he name 
hearts endued with fincere love to Chriſt ; and I m 
fanQified heart is befter-than a filver t 4 of grace 


g 9 better than a ſull of 1 ou 
end to be Se ee when you are not his «in food ES 


ily, if you be bis * ou will be his ſer van 48 confifaint, or 
tor rewards, but moi freely, and with a ready 1A e word f 
. ther 1 defire to commend to you, and 1 defire yon to 


may ſeem a chriſtian, and not be ſo: but if a man be a 


of eem fo. | 
ICI come 'to ih fab ue, which b 3 waltof 
fach, Ho os apprebending themſelves to live in che land of ih 
mean afar off from God, do wong, breathe, groan, fray, 


0D took oſt earneſtly deſite to be brought nearer 10, yea, and wholly-to be pl 1 
2 2 Joined L with Jeſus Chriſt, as their Lord and huſhand4+And. td . 


| would ſay, fear not, for your Redeemer liveth, and the 
- boly One of Iſrael will be your refuge. He that is the God: 
27; And that inhabits eternity, can and will help all that en 


O jed. But perhaps thou wilt . true, I deſire, yea, and. that FP 
e my heart, ſo far as I know it, to be made one wit end N 
ynto Jeſus Chriſt: But the devil, this roaring lion, o _ 


married 
you have ſpoken, doth ſo: withſtand. and oppoſe me herein, that! 
am afraid that what 1 deſire herein can never be effected. Surely 


1 8 never poor foul was ſo tempted with, and oppreſſed by ſatan as I am. - 


=. 


To which I anſwer, Poor ſoul, thou feele4 no man's burthen but 
thy own, neither doth. ſatan's temptations to another trouble bes, 
but do but thou aſk another in thy 2 and he will tell the 
dat he is tempted even by ſatan as thow ve may be thou wik 
a but 1 think there is none in ſuch a condition as I am. 
ich I anſwer, why, what a — art thou in? Well, perhaps ou | 
wilt ſay, firſt, l am fall of ſin,, and finful pollutions, and fo 
quently tore abominable in myſelf. than a toad So that when 
come before Chriſt Jeſus to beg mercy and acceptance, alas 1 I Ke: 11 
that I deſerve none... And beſides, when I come 1 have almoſt ak 


Ways the devil to me company,.0n urpoſe to prevent my em- a 
bracing of, and beliflg joined unto cos brit ad therefore ſurely 
never perſon was in my condition. To [ anſwer, alas, 243 


| Gab v art quitegmiſtaken, for there is not a true xhriſtian, but-#s 
the ſame condition leſs or more, yea, I myſelf could tell thee the 


22 BN ory, and much more; Yea, and that by woful experience: 
Bat however, for thy better ſatisfaQion I ſhall commend to thee an 7 
. example from the ſcripture, See Tech. iii. 1—4. and note it well; 
8 mn WL there, He (Ipeaklng of God). we Toſh ugly 2 
before the A the Lord, and ſatan ſtood at hi 
A And ſai the text, Wann, 
* be; 


yi - * 


Fear him, truſt in him, and depend upon him. 4 * 
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| and alſo ha 
6 of 


rebnked IMan, and then cauſed-ſoſhua's filthy garments © | 
way, cloathing him himſelf with changes of raiment z Þ. - 
d1o Joſhua, ſo will he do to thee, if thou believe but if 
erhaps thou wilt ſay, Nay, but I am poor, barret and 
ien! IL anſwerz even fo do all God's people judge themſelves 
y are crying out of their leanneſs daily. and hourly, and 
chin Witk and of themſelves, that they do nothing for God; hut 
tough they think thus of themſelves, yet God thinks otherwiſe, 
a indeed this I have obſerved over and over, that the Godly 
ve fill ſack low thoughts of themſelves, and are baſe in their ow 
eyes f whereas the wicked, on the other hand, àre proud and lifted- 
up, and have high thoughts of themſelves; and it ſeems by our 
SBaviour's words, that both"the righteous and the wicked will havre 
| Yhe ſame thoughts each of themſelves at the judgment-day. See 
Mat. xxv. from 31 to the end, where firſt he tells the righteous, that 
they had fed him, cloathed and viſited him, xe. But they cry out, 
Lord, when did we 1 and ſo? Alas! they took no notice of their 
good doings : Well, but Chriſt did. Oh bleſſed profeſſors ! it is to 
feared there is too few ſuch at this day; for moſt are looking I 
pon what they are, have, know and do; and oh! this ſpoils teli- 
gion, puffs up with pride, and undoes the ſoul. But the righteous | 
ery out, When ſaw we thee hungry, ſich, or in priſon, and did theſe | 


| things unto thee? But now mark when he turns him to the wicked, 


ſaying, I was fo and fo, and yet ye did not ſuch and ſuch things unto me: 

They anſwer, IJ. ord. when ſaw aue thee ſo and fo, and did nut theſe things . . 
unto thee ? Alas! blind ſouls, they had deluded themſelves with the 

doing of this and that all their life-time, when as they had done no- 


. thing in God's aceount; forasmuch as they had not believed on the 
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* ſtanding io all things. % , 67 


only begotten Son of God; for not Nr array s the 
ſoul to ſeſus, and ſo to truth and holineſs in ar by him. Oh that 
profeſſors would ſeriouſly weigh theſe things ! Bur, alas! few do. x 
But however, when the Lord ſhall pour forth more of his ſpirit ac- | 
cording tohis promiſe, upon his people, then ſha?l they be brought tothis; 
And now, dear friepds, time gnd ſtrength being gone, I frall 
conclude, commending you to our heavenly Samſon, even to him 
that is able to keep you from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs be- 
fore the face of our Father's Glory with cxceeding joy, To whom 
be aſcribed endleſs praiſe through infinite ages. Amen. K.. 
Confider what you have heard; and the Lord give you unders 
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